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Railway Department, Board of Trade, 
Whitehall, 20 March 1845. 

T HE Board constituted by the Minute of the Lords of the Committee of 
Privy Council for Trade, for the transaction of Railway business, having 
had under consideration the different schemes deposited with the Railway 
Department for extending Railway communication in the South of Ireland, 
have determined on submitting the following Report thereon for the considera- 
tion of Parliament. The proposed lines are, the — 

Croat Southern and Western — Extension to Cork and Branch to Limerick ; 
Croat South Western Direct — Cork and Limerick •> 

Waterford and Limerick; 

Waterford and Kilkenny; 

Kilkenny Junction; 

Dublin, Carlow and Wexford; 

Dublin, Wexford, Waterford and Carlow ; 

Dublin and Wieklow ; 

Cork and Bandon. 

In examining the Railway schemes projected in the South of Ireland, 
we have had before us the Second Report of the Commissioners on Railways, 
from which we have so frequently quoted in our Report on the schemes 
projected in the North and North West of Ireland, and which, with regard 
to the requirements for Railway communication, and to the means for sup- 
porting it, lias afforded us most valuable information. The Commissioners 
remark : 

“ In the southern districts we find a population whose condition is, in every 
respect, inferior to that of the northern ; their habitations are worse ; their food 
inferior, consisting, at host, of potatoes and milk, without meal ; the wages of 
labour are found reduced from 1 to 8 d. per day ; yet the peasantry are a 
robust, active, and athletic race, capable of great exertion ; often exposed to 
groat privations ; ignorant, but eager for instruction ; and readily trained, under 
judicious liuuiagement, to habits of order and steady industry. From this it is 
evident that so much of the construction of Railways in Ireland as only requires 
manual labour may be cheaply done, but large profit to the projectors of these 
schemes cannot reasonably be expected as an early result ; at the same time 
we have had full evidence that many extensive landed proprietors look more 
to the general benefits which Railway intercommunication will confer on their 
properties and on the people, than to receiving any great pecuniary return in 
the shape, of dividends on Railway stock ; and some instances have come under 
our notice of individuals offering to give their land for this purpose, for nothing.” 
We venture to make these remarks of a general character for the pur- 
pose of directing particular attention to the several traffic cases, which we have 
not. had the means of investigating so fully as to enable us to form a judgment 
as to their truth, and which are for the most part not in accordance with 
the Commissioners’ Report. 



Great Southern and Western Railway — Extension to CorJc and Branch to 
Limerick. 

Tiie Great Southern and Western (or the Dublin and Cashel) Railway Com- 
pany, whose Act of incorporation was passed in the last Session of Parliament, 
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and whose works are in course of construction, propose to continue their line 
from Thurles .by Charleville and Mallow to Cork, a distance of 77 miles. The 
first 42 miles of the proposed line will be very easy of construction, and 
upon it no obstacle of any magnitude is offered to the engineer : for the next 
15 miles the course of the line continues favourable, but the works are above 
an average as to extent : for the last 20 miles the works are considerable, and 
will be very costly. 

As a main trunk line the Railway between Dublin and Cork was deemed by 
the Commissioners to be most desirable: the subsequent sanction given 
by Parliament has established the principle which the Commissioners laid 
down; and the extension proposed is but carrying into operation the un- 
completed portion of the original plan. 

We are of opinion, therefore, that there arc no public grounds for refusing to 
sanction the proposed extension of the Great Southern and Western Railway 
to Cork. Objections, however, may be raised to the departure observable in 
the course of the proposed line from that which was suggested by the Commis- 
sioners ; the latter line passing by Caliir and Miclielstown to Mallow, the 
former going by Tipperary and Charleville to Mallow. 

This deviation, which is not a very material one, has been occasioned partly 
by a desire to approach nearer to Limerick at Tipperary, for the purposes of 
the proposed Branch to Limerick, and partly to serve Tipperary and Charleville, 
which are more important places than Caliir and Miclielstown. The north side 
of the Galtees mountains has therefore been taken, instead of the south side. 

One line appears to be as good as the other ; and jus the projects in the 
South of Ireland now stand, a greater aggregate amount of Railway communi- 
cation will be given by the Great Southern and Western Company taking the 
course now proposed, than by following that which had been suggested by the 
Commissioners. 

The Limerick Branch is intended to leave the trunk line at a point near to 
Tipperary ; its course is direct, its gradients are easy, the earthworks are incon- 
siderable, and the whole may be constructed at a low cost. 

We shall revert to this portion of the Great Southern and Western scheme, 
when speaking of the Waterford and Limerick Railway project. 



Great South Western Direct Railway. 

The object of the promoters of this scheme is to carry a line of Railway in 
nearly a straight direction from Cork to Limerick, and from Limerick to 
Thurles, which would compete with the proposed extension of the Great 
Southern and Western to Cork for the Cork and Limerick traffic, and with the 
same Company’s Branch to Limerick (or that portion of the Waterford and 
Limerick scheme which is comprised between Limerick and Tipperary) for the 
Limerick and Dublin, and the Limerick and Waterford traffic. That is to say, 
from Cork goods and passengers arc proposed to be taken by this line by 
Charleville direct to Limerick, instead of being taken by Charleville and Tip- 
perary ; — to Dublin by Charleville, Limerick and Thurles ; — to Clonmel and 
Waterford also by Charleville, Limerick and Thurles, instead of being taken by 
Charleville and Tipperary. 

The subject will at once be understood on reference to the accompanying 
Map. 

The plans and sections which have been deposited by the projectors of this 
line by no means correspond : they are singularly defective in many particulars 
which are essentially necessary to enable a sound opinion to be formed of it 
in an engineering point of view, and the whole project has the appearance of 
being immature and ill-considered. 

There is, however, enough to prove, that if it were carried into execution, its 
cost must be great. 

Its terminus at Cork is close to the river, and the buildings and building 
ground through which it is proposed to he carried near its terminus w T ould have 
to be purchased at a great outlay. 

From Cork to Charleville, this line and the Great Southern and Western 
Extension take nearly the same course. The latter would he less expensive 
in its formation than the former ; hut supposing that in every particular 

they 
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they were equally good between Charieville and Cork, we are of oninim, 
that With regard to the formation, preference should be given to the Great 
Southern and Western Company, who could, in connexion with their old Une 
afford to work over the distance m a more convenient and satisfactory manner’ 
and at a cheaper rate than could the Cork and Limerick Company ’ 

From Uun'lcville to Limerick the line could be carried at a moderate cost 
and about Umdes m distance would be saved between Cork and Limerick by 
it over the Great Southern and Western Extension line, as the latter, leaving 
(Uiarl'iville, (Uverges hi the north east towards Tipperary, in the neighbourhood 
of winch it meets tile Waterford and Limerick line, from whence passengers 
would he conveyed m a north west direction to Limerick, either by the Great 
Southern and Western Branch, or by the Waterford and Limerick Une which- 
over of the two may be made. 5 

The question then is, can Limerick support two outlets to the south ? and if 
not, which of the two is the best ? ’ 



'Hie Report of the Railway Commissioners on this point is conclusive. They 
recommended that the main trunk line should be made from Dublin to Cork ■ 
and that a launch should he “ thrown off,” near Thurles, to run throii°h “ the 
rich district of the Golden Vale to Limerick." Even if the evidence of the Com- 
missioners’ Report were not before us, the traffic tables of the Great Southern 
and Western and the Waterford and Limerick Companies would show the traffic 
to lie insufficient to maintain two lines towards the south. 



The plans, therefore, of the projectors being so immatured, the line itself at 
its southern terminus so costly, the portion between Cork and Charieville being 
better supplied by another Company, and the portion between Charieville and 
Limerick being unnecessary, we are of opinion that public reasons exist why 
the Great South Western Direct Cork and Limerick Railway scheme should not 
be sanctioned. 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Tun object of this line is to afford Railway communication from Waterford 
by the towns of Carrick-on-Suir, Clonmel, Cahir, and Tipperary, to Limerick, 
its length being 77 miles. 

This line appears to have been originally laid out by the celebrated engineer 
Nimmo ; and subsequently, tire principle of establishing Railway communica- 
tion between Waterford and Limerick was recognised by the Commissioners, 
wlio recommended that a branch from the main line should be thrown off to 
each place, which branches were proposed to pass very nearly over the ground 
now intended to be taken by the Waterford and Limerick Company. 

We see no public grounds of objection to the general character of the under- 
taking, lint there are portions of it which require particular 1 notice. 

In the first, place, that portion of the line between Tipperary and Limerick is 
ill direct competition with the proposed Branch to Limerick from the Great 
Southern mid Western Railway. They are so nearly identical, that it is impos- 
sible both can be made. The termini in Limerick are, however, different. 
That of the Waterford mid Limerick Company goes furthest into the town and 
nearest to the river, and is more conveniently situated to accommodate the county 
of ( Hare than the terminus of the branch, which is placed rather at the outskirts 
of the town. Tile former, too, is in a better position to accommodate a direct 
line towards Cork, should one be made at a future period. There is not 
much advantage either way ; not so much at any rate as to induce us greatly 
to prefer one to the other; but there are other circumstances on which we 
ground a preference. The passenger traffic has hitherto been directed more 
towards .1 hiblin than to Waterford ; but if the South Wales Railway should 
receive the sanction of Parliament, and be placed in connection with steamers 
to Wexford or to Waterford, a portion of the Limerick passenger traffic will be 
diverted from Dublin in the direction of Waterford, as giving the readiest route 
to Bristol, and a convenient route to London. The goods traffic will undoubtedly 
lake the line to Waterford rather than to Dublin, Waterford being the more 
convenient, seaport. Then if the Limerick and Waterford Company be limited 
■to make tlieir line between Waterford and Tipperary, on which is the heavier 
work, and lose the portion between Tipperary and Limerick, on which the 
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works are light, tlieiv anticipated profits will bo so curtailed as to make il 
doubtful whether it may be worth their while to construct the line at all 
Besides, though the Great Southern and Western Company claim it as a palpable 
appendage to tlieir trunk line, their opponents claim it as part of what is suffi- 
ciently important to be considered a trunk line of itself. Again, experience 
has proved that a branch line is never so well worked as a main lino. 

On the whole, therefore, we are of opinion that the public reasons for 
granting the portion in dispute to the Waterford and Limerick Company are 
stronger than those for giving it to the Great Southern and Western Company. 

At the same time, it is necessary that the public should in this ease be 
defended against the establishment of any monopoly ; and in the, event of either 
obtaining the sanction of Parliament, it will bo necessary to permit the other to 
use the line under such restrictions as may be thought advisable. 

We have been told that negotiations having this object in view are goim>- 
forward between the parties, and have reason to believe that the companies 
will come to such an arrangement for using the line in common, as may be 
conducive to the benefit of the public. The arrangement to which we have 
alluded must necessarily extend to an alteration in the levels of one or both of 
the lines at the point of intersection. However, lest it might be overlooked 
we beg to direct the attention of the Committee on the Bill to this matter, and 
to state our opinion that neither the Great Southern and Western Extension 
nor the Waterford and Limerick Railway, ought to lie. sanctioned unless a per- 
fectly safe and convenient method lie devised for running the carriages from 
one line to the other. 

The other material point of the Waterford and Limerick scheme is then- 
approach to Waterford. From representations which have been made to us 
as well as from a careful examination of the plans and sections, it is clear 
that great expense will he incurred, without any equivalent advantage by 
taking the line to the north instead of continuing it on the south side of the 
river Suir. Two bridges will have to be. built across this river according to the 
proposed scheme, one. of which, at Granny, is said to be almost impracticable ; 
at all events it must be enormously expensive, and it is alleged that it will’ 
interfere with the navigation. 

It would exceed our duty to point out a new line to the promoters of the 
Waterford and Limerick Railway scheme which they ought to adopt, even 

we possessed the means for doing so. We can only direct the attention of 
Parliament to the subject, adding that there are no public reasons which ought 
in our opinion, to be decisive against the*, general scheme, although the portions 
to which we have adverted might be advantageously modified in iletail. 



Waterford and Kilkenny Hmlwaj/. 

Ihe object of this scheme is to afford to Waterford Railway communication 
with Dublin, and to open to the county of Kilkenny an outlet, for its produce 
by the seaport of Waterford. 

The proposed line commences at the south side of tin: river Suir, at the 
bridge at Waterford ; it crosses the river Nore by a viaduct 80 feet high, near 
fliomastown ; and terminates in Kilkenny, HI miles 20 chains from Waterford, 
throwing off a branch 0 miles 20 chains in length to Kells. The earthworks 
on the line arc very light, and the only works at all heavy are the viaduct near 
ihomastown, and another viaduct leading into the Waterford terminus. With 
these exceptions, the lino is easy of construction. 

At Kilkenny the promoters of the scheme are prepared to enter into any 
arrangement that may he deemed advisable to connect their line with the 
Great Southern and Western Railway, so as to give an uninterrupted com- 
munication with Dublin. They are willing to join the Kilkenny Junction, if 
it be made and so fall into the Great Southern and Western near Abbcyleix : 
or they will themselves construct a line from Kilkenny to Carlow, there to 
join the Carlow Branch of the Great Southern and Western : or, should the 
latter Company he disposed to take advantage of an unexpired Act, which 
would enable them to run a line from Carlow to Kilkenny, the Waterford and 
Kilkenny Company would join in that measure. 

The town of Waterford lias become of such great commercial importance, that 

it 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE SOUTH OF IRELAND RAILWAYS. 



it may i-oasraaljly claim a more direct route towards Dublin than could be 
afforded through the medium of the Waterford and Limerick and the Great 
Southern and Western lines by Tipperary. 

Doubts may he entertained whether the traffic will be sufficient to afford to 
the promoters a reasonable remuneration on the outlay. On this point we are 
not. prepared to say more than that we believe it will prove enough to support 
the line, which may bo cheaply made, provided an economical system be pur- 
sued by the Company in the formation of their works, and in the general 
mnnngcmcnt. of their affairs. 



Considering, then, that the proposed scheme is the first step towards accom- 
plishing a direct route through this district, by Railway, to Dublin ; that it will 
give to the country in the interior a communication with the flourishing sea- 
port of Waterford ; that the local feeling is strongly in its favour, and that the 
works are. of an inexpensive character, we are of opinion that, on public 
grounds, it ought to receive the sanction of Parliament. 



The proprietors are disposed to try Payne’s Patent Wooden Rail, though many 
scientific and practical engineers are understood to be against the adoption of 
that system. We think, however, that the scheme ought not to be rejected 
simply because an alleged improvement, not yet fully tested, is disapproved of by 
parties who have already provided other means of transit,— especially as the 
projectors say that if the wooden rail does not answer the desired purpose, 
they can, and will, at a small additional outlay, place iron rails on the wooden 
rails, somewhat; after the mode adopted on the English Great Western Railway. 

Without giving any opinion as to the merits of the patent wooden rails, we 
set! no reason why the projectors should not be allowed to try the experiment, 
if they think proper to do so, so long as their system does not interfere with 
the general communications of the country; but as it appears that, although the 
carriages constructed to run on the wooden rails will also run on the iron rails, 
yet that carriages adapted to the iron rails cannot be used on the wooden rails, 
it is necessary that precautions should be adopted to prevent any inconvenience 
resulting to the. public from the introduction of the system, and to obviate the 
possibility of its interposing a break in the free through communications in 
Ireland, similar to the break now created by the meeting of the wide and nar- 
row gauges in England. 

If this scheme, as a whole, should receive the sanction of Parliament, we beg 
to suggest, that a clause be introduced into the Act, taking power to require the 
Company to lay down rails which shall admit of the free passage of the ordinary 
Railway carriages in Ireland, if it should appear hereafter that the public con- 



venience requires it. 



Kilkenny Junction. 



This line, 25 miles 70 chains in length, proceeds out of the Great Southern 
and 'Western Railway some distance south of Maryborough, and passing through 
Abbey leix and Ballyrngget., terminates in Kilkenny. The works are very light, 
and the line oilers no material obstacle of any sort. So far no public grounds 
of objection exist, to its construction; but though the line may be made at a 
comparatively small cost, taking it. in connexion with the probable traffic, we are 
of opinion that to a Company solely dependent upon it for remuneration, it can 
bring no profit commensurate with the outlay. The Commissioners have gone 
fully into the question (see p. (51, part ii, of their 2d Report), and the result of 
their inquiry shows a profit of but 2 per cent, on an expenditure equal to 8,000 1 



her mile. , . .. , , , 

If this line were but a branch from the main trunk line passing through the 
country, to which it would supply lateral traffic and thereby -increase the 
amount of receipts on the. whole, the case would be different ; but in a distance 
of only d(i miles, subject, to standing expenses equal to those which are neces- 
sary for an independent Company of twice or thrice its length, it is cleaily 
impossible that any remuneration can reasonably be expected. 

Besides, it. is still an open question, whether a line from Kilkenny might not 
be carried with advantage to Carlow. Tlie Commissioners map shows a larger 
stream of traffic by the latter than by the former route. 

The Croat Southern and Western Company are about to make their Branch 
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to Carlow, which would certainly compete with the Kilkenny Junction for a 
portion of the Waterford and Dublin traffic, if by any means the former could 
take a line to Kilkenny. 

Considering, therefore, that no proof exists of a traffic which could support 
an independent line of this character; that when the Great Southern and 
Western Railway shall be opened, a justor estimate of the requirements of the 
district may be formed than is at present possible ; and that it is now doubtful 
whether the route by Carlow be not the preferable, one, we. are of opinion that, 
on public grounds, this scheme ought to be postponed. 



.Dublin, Carlo to and W Oxford ; 

Dublin, Wexford, Waterford and Carlow; 

Dublin and /Vic/tlow. 

Though termed the Dublin, Carlow, and Wexford Railway, the first named 
of these schemes is in fact confined to carrying a line from Carlow to Wexford, 
by the running towns of Newtown Barry and Enniscorthy. The whole line may 
be considered as considerably above an average in the cost and magnitude of 
the works. The traffic, as shown by tin*, promoters of the. scheme, if proved, 
might justify the expenditure of the capital which will be necessary to make 
the line. But with respect to this project, the Commissioners have stated, 
“ On examining the returns from the. towns of Wexford, Enniscorthy and 
Newtown Barry, through which it was to pass, it does not appear that at 
present there is sufficient traffic either in passengers or goods from these 
towns towards Dublin, to warrant the expenditure of so large a sum as would 
he required for its construction.” 

We have not received any satisfactory proof that either the Commissioners 
formed an erroneous opinion on this subject, or that the circumstances of 
the district are so altered since their examination of it took place as to 
justify now what they believed to be unjustifiable then. 

The Dublin, Wexford, Waterford and Carlow Railway is a scheme pro- 
jected by parties connected with the Great Western (England) Railway, with 
the view of opening out the district, through which it is proposed to pass, in 
connexion with steam-boats from Wexford to Fishguard, aud by the South 
Wales intended line, to the South of England and London. 

It is contemplated to take this line out of Dublin by the present Dublin and 
Kingstown Railway ; to continue it along the coast by Wicklow to Gorey ; 
from thence to proceed to Enniscorthy ; there to he joined by a branch from 
Carlow; and the line, thus united, to proceed a short distance, and then 
again to branch into two lines — one going to Wexford, the other to New 
Ross and Waterford. 

A reference to the accompanying Map will show the direction which is 
taken. 

It is evident, therefore, that much of the project is in competition with the 
proposed line from Wexford to Carlow. 

The plans and sections for the Dublin, Wexford and Carlow scheme, which 
have been deposited with the Board of Trade, are so incomplete as to he 
almost unintelligible. A glance at the whole, however, shows many objection- 
able points ; for instance, gradients of 1 in 50, 1 hi 50 for two miles and a 
half, 1 in 55 for two miles and a half, 1 in (>(), and so forth. 

In respect of this scheme, the promoters have stated the. impossibility of 
their having been able to comply with the Standing Orders of Parliament to 
their full extent, in consequence of the late period of the year when they 
were induced, in consequence, of their determination to make the South Wales 
Railway, to turn their attention to the port of Wexford and the adjacent 
country ; but they have intimated their intention of bringing forward a com- 
prehensive. measure, including the improvement, of that, port, which shall fully 
accommodate the district, at a future time. 

It is evident that the country between Waterford, Wexford and Dublin has 
not yet been fully examined. 

On referring to the Commissioners’ Report with regard to this question, we 
find the following remarks ; — 

'* Should 
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^country at a future period show resources sufficient to justify the 
establishment, of a Railway between Wexford and Dublin, it is possible that the 
best line will not be found to pass through Carlow, but along the coast to Ark- 
low, and thence through the county of Wicklow to Dublin.” “ We have reason 
to know that between Bray and Wicklow there are no material difficulties be- 
yond this point the country has not yet been sufficiently explored and although 
thes °. uth . of Wicklow it presents an unfavourable aspect as com- 
pm«l with others, a line in this direction to Wexford may hereafter be found 
worthy of consideration. At present we cannot recommend such a measure, 
and we have merely alluded to it to remove the impression that the valleys of 
the llarrow and Slancy present the only line available for Railway communica- 
tion between Wexford and Enniscorthy with Dublin.” 

Here, then, are two competing schemes ; the one complete in itself, but likely 
to be more costly than its traffic may justify : the other incomplete, immature 
nit still a measure vastly more comprehensive, and if carried into effect, backed 
by a powerful monied interest, of manifestly greater national advantage, and 
yet depending on the contingency of a really good line being discovered by or 
near the coast. J 



Ihe magnitude of the question demands for it the most serious consideration. 
A wrong step taken at this juncture would be attended with lasting evil 
results to a considerable section of the empire. As yet there is not sufficient 
data on which a sound judgment can be formed. 

In these circumstances no alternative appears to us to remain but a post- 
ponement of both schemes until a thorough investigation of all the circum- 
stances of the district may determine which of the two will afford the greatest 
advantage to the country. 

As the Dublin and Wicklow Railway scheme is identical with so much of 
the Dublin, Wexford, Waterford and Carlow scheme as is comprised between 
the towns of Dublin and Wicklow, they are under the same circumstances, 
and the observations which have been applied to the latter are equally annli- 
cable to the former. ** 

We are therefore of opinion that there are public reasons why the Dublin, 
Carlow and Wexford Railway scheme, the Dublin, Wexford, Waterford and 
Carlow Railway scheme, and the Dublin and Wicklow Railway scheme, ought 
to be postponed, at least until the next Session. 



The Cork and Bandon Railway. 

This line, about 20 miles in length, is intended to proceed from the city of 
Cork to the town of Bandon. The works may be deemed to be of an average 
character, as to extent and cost. The traffic., though not considerable between 
these two places, might, when joined by the stream of traffic from Kinsale, 
from Skibbcreen, Bantry, and various other places to the west of Bandon, prove 
sufficient to maintain a railway cheaply made and economically conducted. 

The inhabitants of Kinsale have addressed the Board of Trade in favour of 
this line being carried closer to their town than is at present intended. We 
have given the subject much consideration ; but as the additional cost 
attending the desired deviation would be greater than could be justified by any 
increase of traffic which might thereby arise ; as the traffic likely to come on 
the line, is not more than enough to warrant its construction without any more 
outlay of capital than that which the projectors believe it will cost ; and as we 
see no reason why the traffic from the whole of the western portion of the 
district should be taken by a more circuitous route, attended by an extra mileage 
charge, wo think the promoters of the Railway scheme have been right in 
refusing the demand made upon them by the parties in Kinsale ; and on the 
■whole, we are of opinion that there are no public reasons which ought to he 
decisive against the scheme. 

In conclusion, we beg to draw attention to the passage of the Fifth Report 
of the Select Committee of last year, in which it is stated, in recommending 
that Reports should be made to Parliament by this department upon Railway 
Schemes, “ That no such Report should be held to prejudice the claims of 
private persons, the examination of which should be altogether reserved to the 
Houses of the Legislature.” 
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■ In submitting to Parliament, in conformity with the recommendation of that 
Committee, the results at which we have arrived, with a view to the information 
and assistance of Parliament in forming a judgment upon the Schemes in 
question, in so far as our Report may be available for that purpose, we are 
anxious that it should be distinctly understood that we have arrived ’at these 
results solely upon public grounds, and to the exclusion of all considerations 
how far such results might require to be modified by a due regard for private 
rights and interests. 



DALHOUSIE. 

C. W. PASLEY. G. R. PORTER. 



D. O'BRIEN. S. I.AING, 
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